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The Housing & Ideology Symposium aims to establish a 
forum for a myriad of voices to explore the experiences 
of living in an obedient city and point the way towards 
possible solutions. We want to attempt to understand 
what has brought us to this point and the role ideology 
has played in this.

IIreland has the youngest population in Europe, and arguably 
one of the most engaged and knowledgable when it comes 
to the issue of housing and town & city planning, as evidenced
by the public mood during the recent election.

As we face into a period of unprecedented global turmoil, 
we ask; in a time where an abundance of dynamic and 
diverse solutions to how we live and inhabit the planet are 
crucial, why acrucial, why are we so mired in impractical, unequal and 
poorly designed systems?

It is our wish that this event (and others like it) will be inclusive
of all, inspire other conversations and, most importantly, 
inform key actions that are fit for purpose for the year 2020. 

Can Dublin escape the constraints on the city's moral, creative 
and ethical horizons which have held it back for decades?

 



Introduction

- Andrew Keogh
Andrew Keogh is an artist, filmmaker & youth worker. He is creative 
director at Bread&Circus and producer of The 4th Act film.  

'The obedience of the citizens produces a happy city' 

- Dr Niamh Puirséil 

Dr Niamh Puirséil is an independent historian who has written widely Dr Niamh Puirséil is an independent historian who has written widely 
on Irish political and social history. A former editor of the labour 
history journal Saothar, her publications include a history of the 
Irish Labour Party and most recently, Kindling the Flame, 150 years 

of the Irish National Teachers Organisation.  She lives in Dublin. 

Fresh Paint on the Walls, 9’

- Avril Corroon

AAvril Corroon is a visual artist from county Westmeath and living in London, 
she is the currently on residency at ACME Studios with the Goldsmiths 
MFA Award. She works with moving image, performance and sculpture 
to explore situations where precarious conditions have become every-day. 

 



'Dublin: Unevenness and the Entrepreneurial City'

- Dr. Philip Lawton

Philip Lawton is an Assistant Professor in Geography at Trinity College Dublin. 
His research is interested in the intersections between the political economy 
of place, social space, and everyday experiences of cities. Recently, he has 
published work on gentrification, suburbanization, and the role of image-making
in the transformation of contemporary cities. Ultimatelin the transformation of contemporary cities. Ultimately, the research is driven 
by a desire to create more inclusive and socially sustainable cities.  

‘Housing as a Human Right’

- Aisling Bruen in conversation with Take Back The City

Aisling Bruen is a Community Development Worker at ICON. She is also involved
with the Dublin Central Housing Action Group and National Homeless & Housing 
Coalition. In conjunction with the group Empowering People in Care (EPIC), Bruen 
is ois organising a housing support group for care leavers. She hopes the group will 
provide a platform for young people to advocate for their housing needs.

Distance from Stone, 10’

- Michelle Doyle

Michelle Doyle lives and works in Ireland. She attended the National College of Art 
and Design where she received a Bachelor of Fine Art Media in 2013 and completed
her Masters in Art and Research Collaboration in Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art, 
Design and Design and Technology, Dublin in 2016. She was recently awarded the A4 Sounds 
Artist in Residence Award (2018), the Sirius Residency Award (2019) and the 
Firestation Digital Media Award (2019). 

 



‘Ballymun Regeneration and Class War'

- Leona Cully

Leona Cully is a writer based in Dublin. Stories in Stinging Fly Anthology (2018) 
and The Stinging Fly magazine; New Planet Cabaret Anthology (New Island Books); 
Wild Word Magazine (Berlin); Penduline Press (U.S), Carve Magazine (U.S); 
short-listed for Fish Short Story Prize, 2013. Collaborated on Edges & Margins 
I and II exhibitions which combined storI and II exhibitions which combined story, film, visual art and music to explore 
issues around urban space.  

Presenting the Cultural Quarter, 11’40”

- Kerry Guinan

Kerry Guinan is an artist practising social and site-specific intervention. Her 
work critiques the relations of art, capital and place in a neoliberal context.  

‘Who Designs the City for Whom?’

- Emmet Kirwan in conversation with Ali G- Emmet Kirwan in conversation with Ali Grehan & Dáithí Downey

Emmet Kirwan is an Irish actor, playwright and screenwriter. He is known for 
starring in RTÉ2's Sarah & Steve and for writing and starring in the 2015 play, 
and 2018 movie version of Dublin Oldschool. Other credits include parts in 
Ella Enchanted, '71 and Inside I'm Dancing.

 



- Ali Grehan

Dublin City Architect, Ali Grehan has held a variety of roles spanning private 
practice in Dublin, London and Bilbao, and in the Public Sector; where her 
particular focus has been on leading large-scale urban regeneration, housing 
and infrastructure projects.  

- Dr. Dáithí Downey

Dr Dáithí Downey is Head of Housing PolicDr Dáithí Downey is Head of Housing Policy, Research and Development for Dublin 
City Council where he also leads the Dublin Housing Observatory as its Principal 
Investigator. The Dublin Housing Observatory’s mission is to make Dublin city an 
affordable and sustainable place to live by ensuring its housing and urban 
development strategy, policy and practice is underpinned by robust evidence. 
He was Director of the Dublin Region Homeless Executive to end of 2016, 
having previously been its Deputy Director & Head of Policy and Service Delivery. 

‘Support Apollo House: Framing vacancy f‘Support Apollo House: Framing vacancy from the grassroots’

- Tommy Gavin

Tommy Gavin is an urban geographer based in the School of Geography in 
Trinity College Dublin, where he is a PhD candidate. As a member of the Irish 
Housing Network, Tommy was a spokesperson for the Home Sweet Home 
campaign during the occupation of Apollo House in 2016/2017.

 



The 4th Act, 75‘ 

- Director Turlough Kelly, Producer Andrew Keogh

Originally from Ballymun, Turlough Kelly is a screenwriter, journalist, filmmaker 
and researcher.

Ballymun is a suburb of Dublin and home to the largest social regeneration 
programme in Europe. The 4th Act examines the legacy of this 18-year 
rregeneration project, via the dramatically and digitally reconstructed memories 
of the community itself. 

Fresh Paint on the Walls, 9’

- Avril Corroon 

Fresh Paint on the Walls is a satirical take on the private rental market,gentrification, 
and the increasing difficulty of living in the neoliberal city. The voice-over narration 
theorises on the motives behind the capitalist and patriarchal landlord’s widespread 
use of magnolia colouuse of magnolia coloured paint in rental accommodation. By revising the current 
rental market through the landlord’s absurd habits, Fresh Paint on the Walls

estranges the reality of the situation where housing is seen as a commodity over 
social need.

 



Distance from Stone, 10’

- Michelle Doyle

Distance From Stone is a visitor centre video about the history of heritage, stone 
and the city. Dublin in 2018 is a living museum and one whose obedient citizens 
have little control over. Taking pebbledash as a symbolic worship of stone and 
aspiration entirely unique to Ireland, the film negotiates in what way the city has 
made citizens obedient. Privatisation of made citizens obedient. Privatisation of resources and of history further distances 
the people who should be able to access them. Is the city an incinerator, which 
routinely burns heritage and turns it into a combustible gas?

Presenting the Cultural Quarter, 11’40”

- Kerry Guinan 

Presenting the Cultural Quarter documents an intervention into the Parnell 
Square Cultural Quarter by artist Kerry Guinan. Launched in 2013, the Parnell 
SquaSquare Square Cultural Quarter is a semi-private D.C.C. development which 
promises ‘renewal and growth’ in the area. In this exhibition the motives and 
implications of such a cultural strategy are subject to interrogation.
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